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[ A Happy New Year
« the promise of ATI.A NTH* 1'ITY to its

.-rrmiv guests, and one that amply fultills.
No liner spot to n.iuy festive
an t«- found anywhere. with its gonial -nn"*iliii :imi »nins- a a
The funioi,-. imirdw.ilU. with it* popular

rolling «-hairs. is always a delight. while
the pi. rs. theaters ainl t:..- whole-hearted
hospitality of jt< many fine hotels, where
appropriate holiday programs have lieeii
arranged, all unite to fill vor.r up of joy
right to the brim.

The Leading Houses
Will furnish information, rates,

et«\, on application.
M A Itl.ROROI GH-Rl.KMIEIM

ST. C HARI.ES 1YILTSI1IKE
GALEN HAI.L SEASIDE
STRAND l)K\MS
CHELSEA SHELBl R\E

HOLNIIII RST

Onl.r four hours from Washington. i

Baltimore and Ohio or Pennsylvania rail
mad. Consult l<«-al ti.-ket scuts for further
information.

:: oA^tla/rvtlc Cityffo&iteroNcasrJ
Opeiv thrcrughout the j
F.W. Memsley & Son. «jj^

ATLANTICC/rV.
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| C»»«grrr600. WALTERJ.BU2EY

rVALE> HALL
vjAtlantic City.NJ
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Tin* ST'-atij. r-i. I»w I"ar«-<. lt«**i Service.
Meal* an»i Berth In ludeij.

* i'lan Your Trip Include
**Tlie Linear » na-'T vj.it. Trip-* in r!» World."

Illustrated P.ooklet on
R. A o. F:. I:. ofli.e* nni .-.IT 141ii «t. n.w.

Merchants & Miners Trans. Co
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CUMAED
frequent Sailings for
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or further information apply
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Old Point Comfort,
Norfolk

AM#
All Points South

New Y«»rk and Boston by Sea.
Daily at 6:45 P.M. From 7th St. Whar
City Ticket Office. 751 15th St. X.WY

Xorfolk \\ ashington
Steamboat C o.

AMERICAN LINE
NEW YORK.XIVERPOOL).
WHITF STAR LINE

(NEW YORK.LIVERPOOL).
R M Hick*. Pm. Afent. 1306 F at. n.w.

"sMfiil amkkka
lamport & hoi.t i.ine,
42 Bro»(]»«j. N. Y.. or any local agi-nt.

EDUCATIONAL.
I\ \\ \«II|\(.T(I\.

THE UMVKKSITY PREPARATORY SCHOOI
1.. AIXH.PH RICH AKItS. M. A.. M. S PUIN
Mrlji-Mt-n bldr.. lOTh and «: Main lilH. Math
Katie* tall branchial, phvaic*. Kngludi. I-ati;
Spanish. French. German. Certificate admits
»11 leading uiiiveraitie«. I/iw Tuition Kate*.

Open Air School
('pent Not. ti. For < htl«1r» u from t<» lw o ar
Oak Cmt. 131b at n.w Pbraa ol 7::

Pitman. am» «»itaham shok
band. Touch Typewriting Kunlno't and «*i%
Service « ourto » in »*i:arje«- of former civil »ervi
examiner. Individual instruction.

THE I»HII.I.KUV. lloo V V

STEWARD'S
BUS INF.88 « OKKKGE. PJili A F SIS. N.W
Thorough rourae In Shorthand. Bookkeeping,

Civil Service* and Spaniidi.
1. PLP1LS WANTiO
For violin and mandolin. ajH-cial attention
fee(inner*
JOSEF BOKVKK. 714 8tii at n.e. Main fllT'J.

Washington Business
and Civil Service School.

1117 N. Y. ave. n.w. W. C. Pofcet. 1'rin. Md.ld

SPANISH ^fTEIiri?X4,i2,N''
IDCVnr I .A HEM1RA ItL'QCE.r i.

Y. M.C.A. y^h'rr"
flhorthand. $3 5<i mo.: Spaniah. 13..V): Draftin
08: Bookkeeping. >4. Prep.. 87.&Q. Free bulleti

-The Misses Eastman's
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS,

1I0C lTtb (IT. N.W.
«H> Orttber 1. R.milar grade* ud gra

bate i-oorM. Write fur catalogue.
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COAsA^assAU j
GOLDEN SUNSHINE 8
n the Northern skies, the chills I j
iter, and visit Sunshine Land. |
ithand Happiness. Indulge initssports
ial life of this fascinating summer land,
lis, perfect Fishing, Surf Bathing and
ities for your camera in every direction.
Icazar and Ponce de Leon at St. Augustine,
nciana and The Breakers at Palm Beach,
Bahamas, and theFishingCamp at Long K+y.
led information, or write for the beautiful
ormation of hotels at Nasaau. Bahamas, or

EAST COAST
ER SYSTEM

CHICAGO OFFICE: 155 W Madison St.
>: ST. AUGUSTINE. FLA.

EDUCATIONAL.
i\ \\ \shim;TO\.

, HALL-NOYES SCHOOL
: kolktkknth year open skit. is.
I Regular traded ami high school courses. Also
I private machine for adults ami children. (Vr-

iideate admits to leading colleges.
221 E ST. N.W PHONE M. 3877.

Thrift Commercial College
KKNOIS P.Lin;.. N.\v. »>!:. 111}| AMI f. N.W.

I'itmaiiic shorthand. enrr'd-fo in three months.
Touch T' pi writiii^'. fool.k u p ng. English. e|«
Iieiiv ii- r .1 -r. |i <>i:ioii cless

ThemIlton sTTTool
«».\r«>Ul» HI II.IHM;. IJ'i i Ith ST.

STLNnORAPIIY. TMT.V. KH IN«L SPANISH

#u i or w \sm\4.ro\.

Mnntrncp A »,rivat*jmuilliusc, cinintrv for girls and small
!> s. Location ami environments ideal. Terms
moderate. MISS HAI.'PKY. Highland. Md.

MUSICAL INSTRUCTION.
BRYANT VIOLIN SCHOOL

I.Kll r. BRYANT. U1KKlTOK.
I'.y appointment. Hours. 10-12
1713 Eye st. n.w. Phone Mam 8713

WALTER T. HOLT
School of Mnnuciin. titular ami llaftjo.

Hawaiian S'.eel i.uttar flaying and the i'kitlele.
Established iv.m.

We.klv practice with the Xordica Clubs.
T» lephoii" Conni'i t ions.

JKt'Dom oidg.. cor. lili nttil sis. n.w.

SINGING, ELOCUTION jMRS. KM I,Y FRK« H ItA UN IIS.
14:5 11111 -i. n.c. K. 173'.*. Tu.->. & Kri. 231 i ISth.

LEGAL NOTICES
CHARLES W. %RTH, Ittoraej.

.SITRKME CoFRT <»l 'I'll K DISTRICT OF CO
lumbia. Holdisg Probate Court. Xo. 23199.

Administration. This is to give n«»t that the
subscriber. of the District of Columbia. iiM< oh-
rained from the l'rohate Court of' the District of
Columbia letters testamentary on the estate of

[Alfred Kiebmati, late «.f the District of Colum
bia. deceased. AH persons having claims
against the deceased are hereby warned to ex-
hibit the same. with the voie-hers thereof. 1"jgaily authenticated, to the subscriber on or be;for- the I9tn du.v of Dec* mber. A.D. 1!*17. other;wise they may by law be excluded from all
bom-tit of said estate, (liven tinder my hand "his
21st day of December. 19D>. JACOB KV-KI.
Mil* ir.tll northwest. (Seal.t Attest;
JAMES TANNKR. Register of Wills for theI District of Columbia. Clerk of the Probate Court. |rte27.la3.lo

FK.WK STKTSO.N, \tlorney.
SFPRKMK CoFRT (»F T1IK DISTRICT OF Co

luttibia. Holding Probate Court. No. 23232.
Administration. This :< to give notice that the
subscriber of the District of Columbia has ol»tainedfrom the Probate Court of the District

!of Columbia letters testamentery on the estate of
Christiana Habb-man. late of ;ite District of Co|lut.ibi.-i. deceased. All persons having claims
against the dec -ascd are hereby warned to ex

r .libit the s-une. with the vouchers thereof legally
authenticate*!, to the subscriber, on or Itefore

r the feirtcenrii «!: y of December. A.D 1H17:
otherwise tley may by law In- excluded from all
(wnelit of said estate. < > i veil under in v hand this
22d day of Im-hii'h r. HH<; X ATION A f. SAV
IX«;s AND TRT'S'T COMPAXV. bv William
D. Hoover. President. iSejil.i Attest JA.MKS

jTANNKi:. Ib-gi-vP-r ..f Will* f.r rh»- Di-.trict of
«'olun»'>i:s. Clerk "f tie* Probsilc Court.

d«C.'7.jn3.1"
IIUWIV r. DIIIOV Attorney.

STPKKMK ol'ItT OK THE IHSTKHT OK CM
lunil»ia. Holding Probate Court. No. L'3'J4H,

Administration. Till* is to give notice t,ai flusul.^crilHr.of tie* District of Columbia. has
oit?a:jjc«I from th»* Pro!«afe ourt of the District
of Columbia letters of administration on tie*
estate of Done-nice* IJ. Zer--^a. laie of "h- Di*
trict of Columbia. d- <-a-u*d All person* having
claims against the deci-jtaed an- hereby warned
to cvhibit the same, with the voucher* thereof.
legally authenticated, to the subscriber, on fir
before the lMh i'h.v of tecetn le-r. A.D. 1017.
otherwise they mar b.v law Im* excluded front
all l»enetit of -aid estate. Divert under my

: hand this Ibth day of December. 1!<D». JOHN
)l P /.KKKOA. Quitter s". n.w. (Seal. At

test: J AMI-IS TA N N Kit. P.egiMer of Wills for
the District of Columbia. Clerk of he Probate

I Court. dei'o.:»7.Ja3

BANKRUPTCY NOTICES.
I N II 11 SI PllUli. < Ml J 1*1" Ml THE iilSTItlV'T

of Columbia. Hold int.' " gaitkrupP-y- Court.
In the matter of Howatd V. Mills, bankrupt. In
P.ankrupty, No. 1111. Notice is hereby given
that the above-named bankrupt has Died his
[e'tiiion praying fur a diai-hnrge front all the
debts in bankruptcy, and that tiis creditors and
otln r persons in interest are required to cnt-r
thei** appearance in opposition. if any so desire,
in the clerk's office of said court, on or Is*fore
the L'Ttii day of .January. 1017. ItAI.PH D.j OFIIXTKR. Ib-feree in Patikrnntey.

Brothers Robbed Mails Systematical
BFFFAI..O. N. Y. December 27..

Richard and Frank fhapin, brothers,
who were arrested three weeks ago
charged with systematic robbery of the
I'nited States mails, have pleaded
guilty to a charge of illegal possessionof mail pouch keys. Richard was
sentenced to sixteen months in Klmira

j reformatory and Frank fifteen months.
Officers sa d that the Fhapins' alleged
'.hefts frorr tite mails amounted to more

-( than $100,000, much of which was in
negotiable paper, which they destroyed.
Jewelry and other goods worth more
than $10,000 were found in their home
wh»-n the authorities raided it.

Tnmiinrn u/itii
luniuntu vfim

ECZEMA 7 MONTHS
I.. Began on Head and Arms. Spread

Over Body and Limbs. Skin
Would Burn Like Fire,

HEALED BYCUTICURA
i,i SOAPAND OINTMENT
ce 0

"I was tortured with eczema for
^ about sever, months. It began tirst on
k my head and arms, which broke out in"

large red spots that later
A yy seemed to form a scale,and

/ it kept spreading until it
\ J was all over my body andto limbs. It would itch and

' scratched till 1 would tire,
'"v and the skin would become

Tv-vi lrn,ated and burn like tire.
' 1 could not sleep while it

. lasted.
' 'Then I used Cuticura Soap and Ointment,and one cake of Soap and two

boxesof Ointment healed me. ' (Signed)~~

N. \V. Hvines, R. I, Box 6, Montrose,
W.Va., April 11, 1916.

Ill Sample Each Free by Mail
With 3d-p. Skin Book on request. Addresspost-card: "Cuticura, Dept. T,Boston." Sold throughout the world.
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Ialexandria affairs'
i

Big Ovation in View for Light
Infantry Company.

BUSY WEEK FOR COURTS

i>I»» i:iI (i.«"c <>f Tie* Star.

A IjKX A Nl >111 A. V«.. >«< » nb* IV

Afembei s of t'ompaiiy 1st Virginia
Regiment. better known as the Alex-j
andria Light Infantry, now enca toped j
at Brownsville. Tex., will %ntrain for

..ovf Tii^sdav The men will go

direct to Richmond, Va., where they

will be mustered out of service, and

expect to return to Alexandria on or

before January 1 o. according to advicesreceived here today. It is ex-J
pected that within a few days definite

steps will be taken by various organi-

|zations in the city to arrange for a big

location in honor of the return of the!
soldier boys. .Members of this coin-:

pany have been stationed at Browns-
iville since July in. There are eighty-
four Alexandrians on the border. Pom-,
pany (I is composed of sixty-eight men

.including three otlicers.

Busy Week for Courts.

The coining week will be a busy one

for the courts in this city. The I'nited

States court for the estern district of

Virginia. Judge Edmund Waddill presiding.and the circuit court for this

city. Judge J B. T Thornton presid-
ing. will convene Tuesday. In the

I'nited states court there will he a

grand and petit jury, and a number of;
cases transferred fiom Richmond. Noi

folkand other places will be up for

consideration. The circuit couit will
in t. convene .Monday, owing t<» the

holida>
In the suit of .Mrs. Hannah Trunible.

administratrix of the estate of her hus-
band. Edward Trunible, against the j
Southern Railway Company, to re-

cover $10,000 damages for the death
of her husband. Edward Trunible. a

fireman, who received fatal injuries in
the yards of the company November 14.

the suit was docketed, by consent and

plaintiff given a verdict for $6,000. j
.Mrs. Trumble was represented by At- j
torney <*. Keith Parlin and Attorney

'«. L. Boothe represented the defendant
company. The case came up in the!
corporation court yesterday afternoon,

In the circuit court for this «ity the,
will of .Jonathan .Matthews has been
admitted to probate. Testator leaves'
bis estate to his two daughters. .Misses
S. ('. and Roberta .Matthews, and they j
qualified as executrices.

Recent Deaths.

Mrs. Laura V. Burns, wife of .Michael'!
T. Burns, died yesterday afternoon at

her home. 1110 Prince street, after a'

long illness. .Mrs. Burns, in addition
to her husband, is survived by several
ch iIdren. j i

The funeral «.f Augustus H. Krau.se!'
took place this afternoon from his'
iate home, at «'ottage Park. Services!:
were c onducted by Rev. Kdgar «*ai penter.rector of (Jrace P K. I'hurch. and!
burial was made in Bethel cemetery.

Student Kane Leaves Hospital.
John Stephen Kane, the student who

\\ Hfi MIU1 I lie IIIUI lllllg I rr:« ... ... »

bv Policeman Kerns, when, it is alleged,he attacked the officer and resistedarrest, has recovered and left the

Alexandria Hospital, going" from here
to Washington.

Maj. Pullman, head of the Washingtonpolice department, it is announced,
will deliver an address before the membersof the men's class of the M. K.
Church South about the middle of January.
The bar association <»f the city will

shortly present resolutions of respect to
the court of this city in memory of the!
late Col. Francis !> Smith, clean of
the bar association of the. city, who
died August 25.k

Brief Mention.

Fitzgerald Council. No. 459. Knights]
of ''olumbus, at its meeting tonight at

St. Mary's Hall, will confer the first
degree of the order on a large class of
candidates. Afterward there will be a

social session and '"hristmas enter-

tainmen t.

The Christmas dar.ee of Fitzgerald
Council given last night hi the audi-
torium of the Klks" Home was largely
attended.
Midshipman Stuart Waller King has

returned to Annapolis after spending
Christinas with his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Frank T. King, at their home in
Prince street.
William A. Moore expects to leave

Monday for New York to attend the j
annual meeting of the agents of the
.Nunnwc?iri II Ijiic innuiain c uni)iaii>.

ALONG THE RIVER FRONT.

Arrivals.
Steamer Southland, from Norfolk

and Old Point; steamer Majestic, from
Lower Machodoc and Nomini creeks
and lower river landings; steamer Vol-
unteer, from Mattawoman creek and

upper river landings; steamer Talbot,
at the navy yard, from Indian Head
with naval passengers.

Departures.
Steamer Northland, for Norfolk and!

Ol/i Point, by the Norfolk and Wash-

ington Steamboat Company; Cnited
States Army steamer Capt. A. M. Weth-
erill. from O street wharf, for Fort
Washington and Fort Hunt.; schooner.
Oakland, from 13th street wharf, for a;
Potomac point, after being frozen in
here: schooner Cherubim, light, for a

North Carolina point to load lumber;
l.'nited States naval steamer Talbot,'
from the navy yard, for Indian Headwithpassengers.

Tugs and Tows.

Tug Capt. Toby left towing two light
schooners for a lower river point; tug
T. G. Herbert left Georgetown with
light scows for sand beds at Old Ferry,
Md tug Kugenia yesterday placed
dredge William A. Smoot on gravel
beds opposite Alexandria.

Memoranda.
Schooner Oscar is reported ;i t a

lower Potomac point; schooner Hallie
K. is due to sail from the Wicomico
river for this port with oysters; schoon!«-r Mabel and Kuth is reported at NewIhern, N. < loading lumber for Baltijmore; schooner John Fisher is at a

river point with wood; schooners MaIjestic and Centurion are at the llth
street oyster wharf with oysters;
schooner J. K. Dixon is in the lower
river after oysters.

,

SPECIAL WAR CONFERENCE.

Telegram to British Dominions ExplainsImperial Deliberations.
LONDON, December 27..The secretary

of state for the colonies has sent a telegramto the dominions explaining" the
purposes of the forthcoming imperial conferenceannounced by Premier .Lloyd
George.
The telegram explains that what the

government contemplates is not an ordiriaryimperial conference, but a special
war conference of the empire.
The prime minister of each of the dominionsis "invited to attend a series of

special meetings of the war cabinet, in
order to consider urgent questions affectingthe prosecution of the war, possible
conditions, on which, in agreement with
our allies, we could assent fo its terminationand problems which would then immediatelyarise."
The premiers are urged to attend at an

early date.not later than the end of Feb-,
ruary.

I ..

ROCKVILLE AND COUNTY
Stanley Simpson. Pliiladelphian.

Fined $25 for Exceeding the
Auto Speed Limit.

Spuria! Corrospondriiro of Tin* Star.
HOCK \ LI.K, Md.. December *_'T..On

a charge of operating: an automobile
in e xcess of the legal speed. Stanley
Simpson of Philadelphia yesterday was
lined sjr. and costs l>\ Jndtre J. Alhv
Henderson. Simpson was arrested l»y
Deputy Sheriffs Peake* and Trail. In
another machine, the officers paced him
for four miles on the Washington-
Rockville pike, overtaking him when
he slowed down entering Rockville.
According to the officers. Simpson'^machine at one time was traveling at
the rate of forty-three miles an hour.
The annual Christmas entertainment

of Grace Methodist Church. Gaithersburg.was held in the church last
evening. The program included music,
recitations, a dialogue, an address by
Dev. M. II. Keen, pastor of the church:
the distribution <»f presents to the
children and others. The church was
at t ract ively decorated.
The tidal of William Ross, colored, on

an indictment charging him with the
murder of John Xush. colored, near
Takoma Park, lid.. November 3. Ml
has been set for Monday. January S.
in the circuit court at this place. He
will he defended by Alexander Kilgour
of Rockville. jIt will he the third tr ial of the case.
The first took place within a few weeks'
after Nash was killed. Judges Peter;and Worthington. however, were im-
able to agree, one favorina acquittal
and the other conviction. The second
trial was before a jury and resulted,
in another disagreement.
Nash was killed as he v. as w alking

along a path loading- through a woods
near Takoma. His skull was crushed
b\ a blow from an ax or other blunt
instrument. Immediately afterward!
several persons, including Ross, were
arrested on suspicion, but Ross was
the one finally charged with the murder.The evidence against him is purelycircumstantial.

OUT OF THE WAY OF ICE.

Yachts and Other Pleasure Craft in
Places of Safety.

To be out of danger from ice, the
speed yacht Speedway, belonging to jGolin Livingstone. and the cruiser
yacht JIubana, belonging to L. Stri-i
der, are out on the marine railway at
Bennett's boatyard, foot of 11th street
southwest. In addition to these ves- J

nit- >a< ins .viay iv ana

S'-abelle of the local pleasure fleet are
also in vvinter quarters at Bennett's,
:ind it is stated the yacht Two Friends,]belonging to ("apt. Charles Halm, w ill
lake harbor there for the winter.
Over at the headquarters of the

Corinthian Yacht Club, at the Virginia
fiul of the Highway bridge, a dozen or
more of the smaller craft, belonging to
dub members, ar»- out of the water
for tli»* winter. The larger of the,
pleasure craft belonging to the Corinthianswill remain overboard for
the winter. At Regan's, Allan's, the
Potomac Fishing and Gunning Club
:md Gregory's, on the Washington
channel, many boats have been taken)from the water for the winter, andjboats are also out of the boatyards)
on the Kastern branch and at Georgetownand Alexandria.
Curing the whiter all the craft ashore

will be thoroughly overhauled arid put
in good trim to return to service in
tlie early spring.

Sentry Shoots Escaping Soldier.
COIA"MBL"S, N. M., December 27..

Private Albert A. Streigel of the QuartermasterCorps was shot and killed
yesterday by a sentry, Streigel had
been confined to the stockade on a
charge of disorderly conduct. He had
been given permission to go to his tent
for blankets arid was being taken there
when Hie sentry claimed Streigel at-
tempted to escape. The sentry was
said to have called to Streigel three
times to halt and then fired.

Says U-Boat Fired at Liner.
NKVVPORT NKWS, Va . December 26.

.The Italian steamer Pietro, on her
arnvaj ai iiampiou roaas loaay irorn

Madeira, reported that when she was

in the .Mediterranean sea, hound from
Cenoa to Madeira, several weeks ago,
she was attacked by a large Herman
.submarine. The captain assorted that
the submersible fired five shots, but
none took effect.

Bransfield Appointed Umpire.
XKVV YOKK, December 27..Kitty

Bransfield, the former first baseman of
the Philadelphia and Pittsburgh clubs,
has been appointed a National I.eague
umpire by President John K. Tener.
Bransfield was an umpire in the InternationalDeague last season.

Steel Stock Offered at 107.
NKW YOKK, December 27. Officers

and employes of the Cnited States
Steel Corporation and its subsidiaries!
will have an opportunity this year to
subscribe for not more than 3.7.000
shares of the corporation's common
stock at 107, the directors decided today.A year ago the subscription price
to employes was $x7, which was about
market value of the stock at that time.

| Real Estate i
i Loans I
I No Commissions Charged 1
ij You can take u years |!® to pay off your loan with- S|
ja out the expense of renew- jaj
a nig. 01,009 lor 010 per g
§ month. including interest g|
ffi and principal, halt of ra!
a which is applied to re- jg!H duction of debt. Larger Si
E or smaller loans at pro- @|
(3 l>ortional rates. §jj\ PERPETUAL I
S BUILDING I
I ASSOCIATION I
1 Largest in Washington jijI Assets Over $4,500,000 1
| Cor. 11th and E N.W. || J AUKS HKHKY. President. jgj|J JOSH I A W. C'A KB, UnrrUrr. ®
351EOlSOJ3l01M5ISJi?iSMSlS/@ISJ31313/SEI3JEU§.

Results, the Reason
A preponderance of results

obtained is the reason that
The Star carries more ClassifiedAdvertisements daily than
all the other Washington
newspapers combined.

If you fail to get twice the
answers from a cash Want Ad
In The Star than from the
same ad in any othxtr Washingtonpaper, the entire cost will
be gladly refunded. Try it.

Claaallled Department.

GOOD CHEER TO MEN j
ON BATTLE FRONT

Enthusiastic Toasts to King1
Wherever British Soldiers
Ate Christmas Dinner.

FOOD SUPPLY ABUNDANT

1'i'Hin h Si aft" ('«irresjM»iMj*-i/t of tlu- Assoc in led
»'r.sv .

W |TH TH K BK IT ISH A KM! KS I N J
IFRAXCK. Pecember via London.-.'
Christmas has sent a throb «>f good
cheer to all the British armies in the'

battle lines of France, and wherever a

British sol-.lier ate his Christmas din-

tier today, whether in the front fire

trenches or in the secluded security of

the reserve camps, enthusiastic toasts;

were offered to King and empii^ the

coming new year, which Britons con-

fidently believe will bring victory to}
the entente allied cause,

The soldiers from overseas, the Ca-

nadians. Australians. New Zealanders

jand South Africans, drank somewhat'
wistfully to the folks at home, but soon {
shook away any tendency to homesick-j
ness in the sturdy work of war.for :

war. grim and determined, went for-
ward today as relentlessly as yester-
day. and as it will tomorrow.
The Christmas carols, which rose up

from all parts of the world, were not

far-reachitig enough this year to muffle
the roar of angry guns or shut out the
unceasing song of flying shells.

It was a Christmas of bounteous]
plenty along the British front, and the]
soldiers in the field were joyously immunefrom the three-course dinners
prescribed for the British Isles. Kach
individual company of the vast organizationshad a jubilant Christmas, and
there was much rivalry in the elaboratenessof the camp menus.

Companies Pool Assets.
The members of the various companiespooled their assets, both edible

and monetary, and the canteens and!

small French shops which persist and,
prosper in the war zone, were t ailed
on for all their sweets and delicacies.]
Mess halls were splendidly decorated,
in many instances with holly and inis-
tlefoe and paper flowers made by the
soldiers themselves. many of the'
flowers being worked into Christmas
mot toes.
At various places along the lines j
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the Playc

bands visited the mess halls, giving
concerts for the soldiers. The Voiims
Men's Christian Association and other
organizations arranged countless en-!
tertainments. and special programs
prevailed i11 the movie halls and soldiers'theaters, most of the latter being
battered French barns, with the shell,
holes barricaded against the wintrx
blasts and the noises «»f battle waging
not far away.
Kvery British soldier had his individualplum pudding, this particularly

indispensable item of the Christmas 1» 11
of fare having been looked after by the
London newspapers, which raised in
the neighborhood of ti"1'.4"'" for their
pu ifhase.

Dinner. Steaming Hot. in Trenches.
Where <'om!itions permitted, as many

«»f the men as possible were relieved
from front-line duty for dinner, but in

the mid-ditches of the Somme and in
other sector** Christmas dinner. steaminghot. was carried up through the
comrnuuicat ion trenches. sometimes
under the pelting of shells, to the men

held by duty at the outposts of war.
Some 01' the men servin the big

guns chalked satirical greetings on the
shells lie fore firitr them "If it's a dud
shell a.id does.It explode." expiaiiied a
gunner, "Prot'.fi Koche can itkI what
we thi»'k of him. < »n the otl.t r hand, if
i; does its duty, he'll know without
reading."
This, the third Chiistmas of the Ki itis'iarmies in France, was vastly differentfrom its two predecessors, especiallythe Mi si, w hen only a pitiful

handful of the original expeditionary
force was left to form thin khaki
line against the gray-clad enemy. The
field army was then so small that King
(jeors'p personally sent a Christmas
package to every one. The multiplicationof that army of tens of thousands
into the present force of so many millionshas somewhat altered the situation.
The news of President Wilson's peace

note had percolated thioughout the
army by today. but it cannot be said to
have been favorably «'-reived While it
< ;,:i truthful'.;, be said that officers and
men alike realize the hardships of the
coming wintei. all appear eager for a

new offensive in the spring, and say
they can make that offensive decisive.

People of Alsace Hopeful.
from a Staff Correspondent >>f the Associated

Press.
A I.SACK via Chant illy. December 25..

Never in the history of Alsace, reconqueredby the French, has Christmas
been celebrated with such fervor and
hopefulness as this year. Kverv village
church and chapel was filled to overflowingfor midnight masses, services at
which the clergy in some instances offeredpublic prayers that the national
councilors might be guided aright in consideringthe situation
The religious exercises were preceded

and followed by Sabbath school and familyassemblings around Christinas trees,
which local custom this year carried out
apparently with a feeling of growing securityin the changed form of government.
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